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CONPIDENTIAL STATE 134187 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, UR 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF DETENTION OF BAPTISTS AT KRASNODAR 
REF: (A) MOSCOW, 1 1004, (B) MOSCOW 10539 

1 . LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH ON MAY 1 8 REPORTED (FROM 
STOCKHOLM) THAT SEVERAL HUNDRED BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE HAD 
BEEN DETAINED BRIEPLY THEN SENT HOME FROM A RELIGIOUS 
GATHERING AT KRASNODAR ON MAY 9. ACCORDING TO THE REPORT, 

SOME EIGHT HUNDRED HAD COME FROM ALL OVER THE SOVIET UNION 
TO ATTEND A CONPERENCE AT A REGISTERED CONGREGATION'S 
CHURCH IN KRASNODAR. THE REPORT ALSO ALLEGES THAT PASTOR 
JOSEPH BONDARENKO PROM RIGA, TOGETHER WITH TWO OTHER 
BAPTIST MINISTERS, WAS STILL BEING HELD. 

2. DAILY TELEGRAPH STORY, WHICH DEPARTMENT RECEIVED FROM 
HEW, MAY IF WELL FOUNDED, HAVE A BEARING ON THE CANCELLA- 
TION OP THE VISIT OF HEW ADVANCE PARTY TO SOCHI AND 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 134187 

SUKHUMI (REF A, PARA 4, "DISTURBANCES OF A LOCAL CHARACTER") 

AND/OR MAY HAVE TO DO WITH THE "MEETING OP BAPTIST YOUTH 
ORGANIZERS" REPORTED REP B. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD WELCOME ANY CORROBORATION OP THE 
NEWS REPORT WHICH EMBASSY MAY BE ABLE TO TURN UP. CHRISTOPHER 
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